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What is the ACT National 
Curriculum Survey? 

Nationwide survey of K-career curriculum 
and expectations for readiness and 
success

• Conducted every 3-5 years

• RESPONDENTS: K-12; ELA, math, science, 
Administrators, PS instructors (college and 
workforce program instructors), 
supervisors, employees

• Used to Update Tests; Inform of gaps

• http://www.act.org/content/act/en/rese
arch/reports/act-publications/national-
curriculum-survey.html

http://www.act.org/content/act/en/research/reports/act-publications/national-curriculum-survey.html
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BASELINE EVIDENCE for what we do...
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In other words, how we avoid this for students:
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NCS Questions--ACT Holistic Framework Research

Behavioral Skills

Core Academic Skills

Cross-Cutting 
Capabilities

Education & Career 
Navigation

Education  
and 

Work 
Success
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WHO WAS ASKED WHAT?

K-12 Teachers:  
• What is most important?

• HOW do you teach it? (as part of course 
or as review?)

PS/WF: What is most important ? 
(emphasis - to have down before 
entering?)

• Content areas (ELA, math, science)
• Thinking Skills
• SEL
• Navigation
• Policy
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FINDINGS FROM ELA

• Large majority of PSE Instructors 
agree reading tests for college 
success should include graphic 
and quantitative elements.

• “Reading tests that measure 
readiness for college-level reading 
should include passages with 
graphic and quantitative elements 
(diagrams, graphics, charts, 
tables).”
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FINDINGS FROM 
MATH—TECH TOOLS

• Specifically, considering:

• Computer Algebra Systems

• Spreadsheets

• Digital Pen

• Digital Scratch Paper



9



10



11

FINDINGS FROM 
SCIENCE

Importance of Engineering



Findings from Science

Engineering still often not taught in science classes

KEY TAKEAWAY:  Although teachers believe engineering is more important, they are not spending
much class time teaching it – especially at the high school level
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How frequently students are engaging in activities focused on engineering and design
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Thinking Skills
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NAVIGATION: 
Teach or 
Assess?
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Navigation: 
Whose Job is 
it to Teach?
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SEL: Teach or Assess?
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ADMINISTRATORS:

“Having Students use online 
resources is as effective as in-
classroom instruction”:

Students (N=13,000, March 2020)

“Harder to learn material”

“not learning as efficiently and   
effectively”

“harder to focus"

“Just dropping new material”

Effectiveness of Digital Learning Tools vs Classroom?
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Article in Wall Street Journal June 5, 2020

The Results Are In for Remote 

Learning: It Didn’t Work

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fact.pmail5.com%2FPoliteMail%2Fdefault.aspx%3Fpage%3DWXniJk9Jz0KD99KndS7QOg%26ref_id%3D61z4JRsJ4kG5vuvRsJep4A&data=02%7C01%7Csara.vispoel%40act.org%7C26867e7052df405cbc7508d80c94b410%7C65cb03469d8841d98ca6f72047670d0f%7C0%7C0%7C637273180146522308&sdata=PIz2Cjuw4P1JTpT8wyDXzuTfpdjaIsbbYIu7Lg%2Bqx90%3D&reserved=0
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March 2020: 13,000 ACT
Student Survey Responses

INTERNET and  One Device—MUST be aware of underserved
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QUESTIONS?

• ACT National Curriculum 
Survey 2020 Release –
August

• http://www.act.org/cont
ent/act/en/research/rep
orts/act-
publications/national-
curriculum-survey.html

• CONTACT INFO:  
Sara.Vispoel@act.org

http://www.act.org/content/act/en/research/reports/act-publications/national-curriculum-survey.html

